[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


        VINE LEAVES from

ST. LEONARD’S

WORTLEY

JANUARY 2026

January Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 4th January

Holy Communion with Rev. Chris Herbert 
at 11.00
Sunday 11th January

Plough Service with Rev. Chris Herbert

at 6.30pm
Sunday 18th January
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine. Herbert 
at 11.00
Sunday 25th January 
Morning Praise with Ian Watson


at 11.00am
Wednesday 21st January
PCC Meeting in church at 7.30pm

Rev. Chris will hold “drop-in” sessions at St. Leonards between 17.00 and 18.30 on the first Monday of each month throughout the year. He will be pleased to discuss arrangements for any events you have planned - weddings, baptisms, etc.
***************************
St. Leonards is open to visitors EVERY WEDNESDAY from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
Advanced Notice

This year’s Snowdrop Day at St. Leonards will be held on Saturday 14th February 

from 10am to 3.30pm

***************************
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31st December/1st January
Our wonderful team of Bell Ringers will once again ‘ring out the old year and ‘ring in’ the new one  at St. Leonards– see News from The Belfries for more details.
This would seem a good opportunity to say ‘THANK YOU’ to Andrew our Tower Captain and all the team for their super ringing and –  less obvious but very much appreciated - year-round help and support in make St. Leonards  the happy and welcoming place that it is.
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AFTER SOME VERY HAPPY CELEBRATIONS PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS, INCLUDING THE CHRISTMAS FAIR, BOLSTERSTONE AND THURGOLAND CHILDREN’S CHOIR CONCERT -  THANK YOU TO SO MANY FOLK FOR SUPPORTING US. CHURCH WARDENS JOAN AND ANN AND THE MEMBERS OF ST. LEONARDS’ PCC WISH ONE AND ALL A HAPPY AND HEALTHY NEW YEAR AND LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO ST. LEONARDS IN 2026

NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News
A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
A Bit Different This Month

This month our tower news article was needed mid-December before most of the things that would normally make the news have taken place. Christmas and New Year ringing hasn’t happened as we go to print but it will be in the next edition of The Vine.  So, as the Tower Captain I thought I would give you a flavour of what our team has been doing over the last 12 months. You could call it a Tower Captain’s 2025 Review, or for the Star Trek fans, The Captain’s Log.

The year began with our team enjoying a ring at Sheffield Cathedral and St Maries Cathedral in Sheffield with ringing friends from the YACR.  Later in the year we took part in two national ringing events, ringing the bells for the 80th anniversary of VE Day and again for VJ day. This was UK wide, all towers with bells doing the same thing at the same time. We were proud to have Wortley and Tankersley taking part in these. Certificates are on the walls of the ringing rooms to commemorate the ringing.
Tankersley bells continue to be chimed for morning services, it is nice to have both our United Benefice towers with rings of bells ringing every Sunday. Tankersley has had two visiting teams this year and we all had great fun ringing the pancake bell for the second year running on Shrove Tuesday. The bells of St Peter’s were rung for VE and VJ day by a joint team of Wortley and Tankersley ringers.  Wortley had two visiting teams on ringing holidays and members of the Yorkshire Association and the Derbyshire Diocesan Association both rang 3-hour peals.
Our own belfry maintenance gang helped out our friends at St Mary’s Worsbrough.  Many hours have been spent over 12 months getting the unringable three chiming again and the church clock which had not worked properly for many years back to showing the correct time and chiming. When the professionals from John Taylors Bell Foundry carried out a safety inspection recently they commended us on the quality of the work we had undertaken.
In October we became one of the first teams in the country to install an Induction Loop Aerial in the ringing room. An article in the Ringing World about it was published in December.
We held a tower open day as part of Heritage Open Days (HOD’s) again this year. Members of the public came to see the heritage in the church and climbed the ladders to see for themselves the heritage up the tower and the roof space. We will do some more in 2026 for HOD’s and Penistone Arts Week. If you would like a tower tour before then, call in on a Wednesday, provided I am there we can fit one in for you. Contact us first to be sure.
Last year we set ourselves a goal to hold a ringing outing where we would go to ring in 5 or 6 towers in another UK area for a day. Not only did we succeed but we actually held three. Two in Derbyshire and one in North Yorkshire. Great fun with nice pub meals included. It is what active bands do; there is so much more to ringing than just pulling a rope. Some amazing churches visited with a range of ideas for their use.
Several members of our team are skilled at needlework, knitting, crafts and woodworking. They do an excellent job. You might have seen the items for sale at events. All have raised a lot of funds for St Leonard’s and St Peter’s. New padded seat covers were hand made for the benches in the ringing room as well; they are much more comfortable than the old cut up strips of carpet.
We have done remarkable things with our Social Media sites. Our followers have increased and we made new friends around the world. Please have a look and give us a like if you haven’t already.  A Google search for Wortley or Tankersley Church Bell Ringers will bring them up. Have you seen the post box topper outside Wortley Post Office, it went viral on Instagram and Facebook, it attracted a lot of local interest too and has featured in the Ringing World magazine.

December 2025 News

We held our bellringers Christmas meal at McGilverays Wortley Arms on 12th December, a lovely social event with great food and company. 

On New Year’s Eve we will ring in the New Year at Midnight; the third year we will have done it. The bells will ring from 11.40pm to 11.55pm then diminish up to midnight as the old year ends. The Tenor bell will toll the twelve strokes of midnight, and our bells will ring out to celebrate the New Year until about 12.15am. We will ‘fire’ the bells as well. Ring all of them so that they strike at the same time to create a loud bang or two. Listen out for us.

This will be followed by party poppers, drinks and nibbles. Always great fun even though clearing up must be done after!

Thank You for Your Support This Year

Our ringers and I would like to thank Rev’s Chris and Christine, Joan, Ann and Judith, and the PCC’s and church members at Wortley and Tankersley for their continued support for ringing and the ringers. And thank you to the residents of the villages who hear us and support us each week as we do our thing to make the loudest noise to the Glory of God.

Best wishes for 2026

Andrew Beevers – Tower Captain.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and tr
